
Pastoral Letter for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 2015

Peter

BY THE GRACE OF GOD, AND FAVOUR OF THE APOSTOLIC SEE, BISHOP OF WREXHAM

TO

THE CLERGY AND THE CONSECRATED AND LAY FAITHFUL OF THE DIOCESE OF WREXHAM

Health ond Benediction in the Lord

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It seems no time at all since we were making 'New Year Resolutions' and yet, in

a little over a week's time, we will be deciding on what to do, or what not to

do, during Lent this year; presuming of course we've got the time. How often

have we said, or heard it said, 'ljust don't have enough time', or 'How time

flies'? lsn't this strange as our lives are filled more and more with labour and

time-saving devices? Things can be done at the click of a switch which only a

few years ago would have taken hours or days to achieve. So what do we do

with allthese minutes and hours we've saved each day? Some of us waste

time. some of us don't get our priorities right and end up using our time

unwisely. The ten verses of S.Mark's Gospel wehavejustheardtell us

something of how Jesus used his time, of his busyness, of his stewardship of

time. We havea day inihe life of lesus. lnthemorningthereisprayerand
preaching in the synagogue; healing in the afternoon, i.e. before an evening

meal; healings in the eveningj prayer before dawn; travelling, preaching,

healing the next day. Jesus is undoubtedly busy, but never rushed; never too

busy to deal with the individuals he encounters on his way; never too busy to

show compassion, to pray, to go to those in need. How different are we? And

is that difference just one of priorities, or energy, or identity? What it does tell

us is that there is a perfect freedom that is to be found wh-^n we are living in



God's creative life-giving power and will; when we truly put ourselves under

his authoritY.

After his baptism in the River Jordan by John we read that 'Jesus was led" or

'driven by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness' (Mt 4:1 Mk 1:12; Lk 4:1) before

his public ministry was to begin. At the end of that ministry and marking the

beginning of his Passion, in the Garden of 6ethsemane Jesus prayed' "Father "'

not my will, but thine be done.' \Lk.22.42) Throughout the Gospels' as today'

we get glimpses ofJesus at prayer, not out of a sense of duty, but out of a

sense of need. lt is that time given to God in which we discover his authority'

discover the creative power of his will to live in that perfect freedom to which

we are called, We will not find our true value through being useful; our self-

worth comes not from doing. When we immerse ourselves -with our fire and

with our calm, in our quiet and in our rage - in God's presence, we experience

our true worth, which consists not in doing but in being The best time-saving

activity is the time given in prayer. That time enables us to grow in Christ to

see the priorities and seize the opportunities'

Our time of prayer is nourished by the repeated reading of the Scriptures and

with a familiarity of the teachings of the Church ls nourished by the

communion we have with and for one another'

It is in that spirit that Pope Francis has asked us, through the Bishops of

England and Wales, to contribute to the Synod in October with the theme 'The

Vocation and Mission of the Family in the Church and in the Contemporary

World.' As bishops, we have taken this up with the title 'The Call' the Mission'

and the.Journey' and have provided discussion materials for use in your parish'

with the request that feedback and responses be made by the beginning of

May.

An important thread of the vocation and mission of the church family must be

that of evangelisation, The Diocesan statistics tell me that in 2013 there were

ten receptions into the catholic church for the whole ofthe Diocese l am sure

that over six thousand Mass-going Catholics could reap a greater harvest than

ten. This picture is common to the whole country and so in 2015 a significant

evangelisation initiative called Proclaim'15 is being launched to support'

inspire, and encourage new expressions of parish evangelisation This project

of the Bishops' Conference of England and Wates is designed to affirm the



good work that is already being done by the Catholic community, and to
provide resources and events to profile and develop new expressions of
catholic joy and missionary outreach. A major highlight of the initiative is the

organisation of a National Catholic Evangelisation Conference on 11 July in

Birmingham, to which it is hoped every parish in England and Wales will send

at least one representative. For this, every parishioner in the Diocese is invited

to pray and prepare by using the resources that will be made available in the

com ing weeks.

The success and value of these projects, and indeed the whole of the Iife of the

Church, depends on the individual response to the voice of God speaking in the

depths of our hearts. A response that so often begins with heeding the words

ofJohn the Baptist, and ofJesus at the beginning of his ministry: 'Repent, for

the Kingdom of God is near.'

Pope Francis has welcomed again the initiative '24 Hours for the Lord', this

year to be from midday on Friday 13th March to midday on Saturday 14th and

with the theme 'God is rich in mercy'. Our Diocesan '24 Hours for the Lord'will

be in the Church of the Holy Family, Llandudno lunction, and will fall in with

my round of Deanery Lenten station celebrations each weekend of Lent. Those

events will, like the '24 Hours for the Lord', be a time of Eucharistic Adoration,

with the opportunity for Confessions.

Only after having spent significant time in prayer did Jesus, as we heard, begin

a new day and the work for which he came. We are no different. Only after

giving time for prayer, and, like Peter, having repented our moments and acts

of denial, are we able with Paulto take up the duties laid upon us, to do all for

the 'sake of the Gospel' and 'to have a share in its blessing.' (1Cor.9:23)

f Peter

Bishop of Wrexham

Given ot wrexhom an the 5'i February in the Yeor af aur Lorc| 2015 ond to be reod in the Churches

ond Chopels af the Diocese ofWrexhom ot oll Mosses ofthe FiJth Sundoy in Ardinory Tine 2475-


